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Lav and Security Administration
| NTRODUCTI ON TO LAW

LAS 100

COURSE QUTLI NE
Course Number: LAS 100 Hours: 45
COURSE PHI LOSOPHY/ GOALS
This course will provide the student with an opportunity to
appreciate and understand the nature of law as a mechani sm for
organi zed social control. It wll introduce the structures.
conponents, institutions and individuals involved with the
adm nistration of justice in Canada. The course wll also exam ne

the process of law in the Canadian Crimnal Justice system

This introductory level course is designed to be presented in

ei ght nodul es. Each nodul e has been designed as a stand al one
unit of |earning. Sonme nodul es, however, require that the student
have the know edge and skills associated with pre-requisite

nodul es. The course nodules are listed in the order in which they
should be conpleted by the student. Further details of each
nodul e can be found in the follow ng pages, of the nodul es.

Modul e # Module Title Prerequisites Hour s
Intro & Orientation 1

1 Sources of Law 4

2 Law Maki ng Process 4

3 Finding Crimnal Law 6

4 Cl assificationofCrim nal 6
O fences

5 Cime and it's Conponents: nodul e #4 6
Actus Reus

6 Cinme and it's Conponents: nodul e #5 6
Mens Rea

7 Crimnal Liability nodul e #6 8

8 Defences to Crimnal Ofences nodule #7 4

Tot al 45
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REQUI RED  STUDENT  RESOURCES

Carswel | . Pocket Crimnal code, 1993 edition
Crimnal Law in Canada

Cases, Questions and the Code
Si non Verdun Jones, 1989

Canadi an Law Dictionary

Handouts provided by course instructor

METHOD OF EVALUATI ON

Students wll be evaluated through assignments and tests.

Each four hour nodule shall have a value of 9 percent of the
final grade, six hour nodul es shall have a value of 13 or 14
percent of the final grade and eight hour nodul es shall have a
value of 18 percent of the final grade.

The overall grade for the course will be calculated as a
percent age based on the aggregate marks for all of the nodul es.

COLLEGE GRADING POLICY

90 - 100% = A+
80 - 90% = A
70 - 80% B
60 - 70% C
BELOW 60% = R (Repeat Course)

SPECI AL NOTES

Students with special needs ( eg. physical limtations, visual
impairments, hearing inpairnments, learning disabilities) are
encouraged to discuss required accomodat ions confidentially with
the instructor.

Your instructor reserves the right to nodify the course as he
deens necessary to neet the needs of the students.
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1.0 SORCES G- LAW
Upon successful conpletion of this nodule the student will have

denonstrated an ability to:

a) define law and state the function of law in Canadi an
soci ety

b) list and describe the various sources of Canadian Law

C) define the various types of laws that influence the
Justice system

d) from given scenarios, l|locate, in the Canadian Ci m nal
Cases, pertinent Case law and describe the inpact of
this law on law enforcenent in Canada.

e) fromvarious nedia sources, identify current issues
involving the passage of new laws and di scuss the need
for such |aws

Topics to be Covered
11 LAW

def ini tion

as a legal concept
as a legal system
as a set of rules
jurisprudence

1.2 FUNCTI ON G- LAW

need for |aw
as opposed to rules

1.3 PR MARY SOURCES CF LAW

religion (church |aw

custons & conventions (Common Law)
social and political philosophy
(Marxism , Communi sm & phil osophers)

1.4 SECONDARY SOURCES OF LAW

Constitution (BNA & Charter)
Statutes

Court decisions (Case Law)
how to |ocate Case |aw
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2.0 THE LAW NMNAKI NG PROCESS
Upon successful conpletion of this nodule, the student wll have
denonstrated an abilitv to:
a) state the authority that allows each |evel of
government to create |aws
b) list five areas that are the exclusive jurisdiction of
c) the federal government for the creation of |aws
list five areas that are the exclusive jurisdiction of
d) the provincial government for th?hgr?ﬁﬁ%?%IOfp}BW§ncim
chart the |aw maki ng process at ’
e) and munici pal |evels three levels of
nanme the |eading players at the
f) gogranghwen scenari o, law and take it through
e process
S) Iistpeight of the nost ggﬁﬁ%ﬁ %ederm_ Statutes
h) list seven of the nost commpn Provincial Statutes

)

list three rmunicipal by-Iaws

Topics to be Covered
2.1 FEDERAL LAW

authority to create
jurisdiction

make up of Pariianent
creat ion of a bill
process

role of the senate

enact nent

key nmenbers of Parlianment
common Federal |aws

2.2 PROVI NCI AL LAW

authority to create

jurisdiction

make up of the Ontario Legislature
creat ion of a bill

process

enact nment

key menbers of the Legislature
common Provincial |aws
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.3 MJUNI Cl PAL LAW

authority to create
jurisdiction

make up of nunicipal counci
process

enac t ment

nmenbers of council

common nuni ci pal by-1aws

3.0 FI NDNG CR M NAL LAW

Upon successful conpletion of this nodule, the student wll have
denonstrated an abili ty to:

a) differentiate between crimnal law and quasi crimna
| aw

b) state the purpose of the Crimnal Code

) from given scenarios, locate and identify appropriate
sect ions of the CGrimnal Code or other Federal Statutes

Topics to be Covered
3.i CRI M NAL LAW

scope of Crimnal Law
crimnal record

3.2 QUASI CRIM NAL LAW
scope of Quasi crimnal |aw
3.3 CRIMNAL CODE

pur pose

contents

| ocating sect ions
defini tions

4.0 CLASSI FI CATION GF CR M NAL CFFENCES

Upon successful conplet ion of this nodule, the student wll have
denonstrated an ability to:
a) define the terns; indictable offence, dual procedure
of fence and summary convict ion of fence

b) identify the significant factors in the classification
of crimnal offences
C) froma given list, identify offences as either

i ndi ctable, dual or summary convict ion
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Topi cs

to be Covered

4.1 | NDI CTABLE OFFENCES

4.2 DUAL

definition

arrest

rel ease

| evel of court

sent ence

appeal s

statute of limtations

PROCEDURE OFFENCES

definition

arrest

release

[ evel of court

sent ence

appeal s

statute of limtations

common dual procedure offences

4.3 SUMVARY CONVI CTlI ON OFFENCES

definition

arrest

rel ease

level of court

sent ence

appeal s

statute of limtations

common Summary Convi ct ion of fences

5.0 CRIME AND | TS COMPONENTS : ACTUS REUS
Upon successful conplet ion of this nodule, the student wll have
denonstrated an ability to:

a) list and describe the conponents of a crine

b) describe the required elenments of actus reus

b) froma given scenario, identify the crine and state

what constitutes the actus reus of that crinme
d) identify situations where individuals would not be held

crimally liable for unlawful acts
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Topics to be Covered
51 CRME

definition
essential elenments
duty of Crown

5.2 ACTUS REUS

conduct

except ions to general rule regarding conduct
ci rcunstances

consequences

failure to act

vol untariness

52. 1 AUTQVATI SM

definition

s | eepwal ki ng

external bl ow

self induced

di sease of nind

distinction between insanity
psychol ogi cal bl ow

5.2.2 CAUSATI ON

defini tion
exanpl es
refusal of treatnent

6.0 CR ME AND | TS COMPONENTS:  MENS REA

Upon successful conpletion of this nodule, the student wll have
denmonstrated an ability to:

a) describe the required elements for mens rea
b) differentiate between:

pl anned and di 1i ber at e,

intention and noti ve,

reckl essness and carel essness,

strict and absolute liability,
direct, indirect, specific and transferred intent
C) froma given scenario, identify the crine, select and

describe the appropriate mental elenents
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Topics to be Covered

6.1 ELEMENTS OF MENS REA

phi | osophi cal prems of Canadian Cimnal Law
choi ce
freely made
know edge
excuses that may absolve individual from crim nal
responsibi li ty

6.2 KNOALEDGE AND | NTENTI ON

willfully
fraudul ent 1y
pl anned and deliberate
di rect intent ion
indirect intent ion
notive
proving intention
transferred intent
specific intent
exanpl es

6.3 RECKLESSNESS AND CARELESSNESS

reckl essness

car el essness

crimnal negligence

w 11ful blindness

strict and absolute liability
exanpl es

7.0 MODES COF PARTI QG PATION IN A CRIME

Upon successful conpletion of this nodule, the student will
denonstrated an ability to:
a) identify and describe the role of the various
parti cipants of a crine
b) describe the role of an accessory after the fact t
crimnal offence

C) identify a conpleted offence and what constitutes
attenpt to comm t a crimnal offence
d) list the central elenents of conspiracy to comm t

crimnal offence

e) state the penalties for the different fornms of
participation in a crinme

f) froma given scenario, identify the offence and
describe the role of each of the participants
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Topics to be Covered

7.1 COW TTER

conpleting the crimnal act

actus reus requirenent

nmens rea requirenent

omtting to do something that is required by |aw
penal ties

7.2 A DER

def ini tion

actus reus requirenent
nmens rea requirenent
exanpl es

penalli es

7.3 ABETTOR

def ini tion
actus reus requi renent
nmens rea requirenent

exanpl es
penal ti es

7.4 COUNSELLI NG OFFENCE COWPLETED

def ini t ion

actus reus requirenent
mens rea requirenent
exanpl es

penal ties

7.5 COUNSELLI NG OFFENCE NOT COVPLETED

actus reus requirenent
mens rea requirenent
exanpl es

penal ties

7.6  CONSPI RACY

defini tion

el ements of the offence
conmon pur pose

actus reus requirenent
nens rea requirenent
exanpl es

penal ties
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7.7 ACCESSCKY AFTER THE FACT

def ini ti on

el ements of offence
actus reus requirenent
nmens rea requirenent
exenption for spouse
exanpl es

penal ties

7.8 CEIM NAL ATTEMPTS

basic principles
actus reus relating to attenpts
nens rea relating to attenpts

exanpl es
penal ties
8.0 CR M NAL DEFENCES
Upon successful conpletion of this nmodule, the student wll have

denonstrated an ability to:

a) list and discuss selected defences to crimnal charges
b) froma given scenario, identify the offence and
determne if one of the defences that has been
di scussed is applicable

Topics to be Covered

8.1 M STAKE OF FACT

mens rea requirement
facts in issue
exanpl es

8.2 NECCESSITY

meani ng
facts in issue
exanpl es

8.3 I NTOXI CATI ON

voluntary intoxication
facts in issue

exanpl es

i nvoluntary intoxication
facts in issue

exanpl es
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8.4 DURESS
meani ng

applicability to serious offences
facts in issue
exanples

8.5 INSANTY

meani ng

facts in issue
rules of |aw
exampl es

8.6 SELF DEFENCE

meani ng

scope

fact s in issue
rules of |aw
exanpl es

8.7 OIHER DEFENCES

defence of property
consent



